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does not expect that they will. To our minds he is entirely mistaken 
in the frequent assertions that monism necessarily ends in pantheism, 
and in what he says of the pantheistic and Unitarian trend of modern 
theology. 

His work will be widely read, and the reading will be a tribute to 
its treatment of an abstruse and difficult subject, and equally to the 
deep interest of the public, not only in historical, but also in specula- 
tive questions. Amory H. Bradford. 

MONTCLAIR, N. J. 

Werturteile und Glaubensurteile. Von Max Reischle, 
Halle: Niemeyer, 1900. Pp. 120. M. 2.40. 

This is a most valuable critique, in six chapters, of Ritschl's philo- 
sophical premise, the value- judgment. Ritschl starts with the assump- 
tion that religion and "theoretical cognition" are " different functions 
of the mind," "heterogeneous modes of cognition," and the contrast 
between the two is found in the application in religion of " ideas of 
value." His speculations are in a line with Kant and Lotze ; he dif- 
fered from Schleiermacher, who found the substance of the religious 
"value" in the human sense of dependence; Ritschl defining the 
fundamental religious fact to be man's sense of his own supernatural 
destination : "our salvation consists in the superiority to the world in 
the kingdom of God to which we are destined." It is objected to 
Ritschl's theory of values that he deals only with internal experiences 
— an objection often reiterated among us, Ritschl's theology being 
supposed to be purely "subjective." 

The second chapter analyzes the terms of the value-judgment. 
The third classifies value-judgments. There are (1) natural value- 
judgments, based on the physical tastes and feelings ; (2) ideal value- 
judgments; these are aesthetic (all judgments in art), moral (the ten 
commandments), intellectual (truth in any sphere of thought). These 
ideal value-judgments are based upon ideas: the idea of beauty, the 
idea of the good, and the idea of the true. In the sphere of religion 
there is also an idea, the idea of piety (Frommigkeit), and in the sim- 
plest religious judgments this idea of piety is operative, " where the 
man gives himself up to the supreme power over this world and this 
life and herein finds salvation (Seligkeit)." It is furthermore observed 
of these ideal value-judgments that, being based upon "ideas," they 
claim general validity and go beyond the natural judgments, which are 
purely individual. 
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Chap, iv gives the definition of the value- judgment. It may be 
defined (i) linguistically (a value is predicated of an object). But 
most judgments are not so simple. We have (2) value-judgments 
psychologically considered, "which are formed upon the basis of per- 
sonal appreciation orvaluation," as, " Honor thy father and thy mother." 
(3) The value-judgment from the critical {erkenntniskritischen) point 
of view, " whose validity arises not as the result of observation and 
thought, but which is founded upon the attitude of the feeling-willing 
{fuhlend-wollenden) man to the object before the mind." These judg- 
ments the author names thymctic. This is the broadest view of the 
value-judgment. The assertion " God is love " lies beyond the sphere of 
the intellectual syllogism, and carries us into the realm of the feeling 
or the will, where the man as a spiritual whole faces the external object. 

In chap, v the author finally settles the question whether state- 
ments of belief maybe classed as value- judgments. They are" thy - 
metic " judgments. The author contrasts, by way of illustration, the 
several Weltanschauungen — pessimistic, pantheistic, and Christian. 
They are based upon different valuations of man and the world, result- 
ing, not from our intellectual discernments, but from the peculiarity of 
the spiritual nature, the feelings, and the will. Here our author gives 
an admirable analysis of 1 John 4 : 8 f., where he shows that our belief 
in a God of love depends upon a thymetic judgment of Christ's life. 

The concluding chapter deals with the general validity of religious 
value-judgments. They are of the nature of a practical demonstration 
by which alone the truth of Christianity can be established. 

This pamphlet is perhaps the most exhaustive and satisfactory inves- 
tigation yet made into a subject which modern theology has brought 
to the forefront of interest. It is to be hoped that English and 
American scholars will shortly turn their attention to this branch of 
research, which so far they have practically ignored. 

L. Henry Schwab. 
New York City. 

Back to Christ. Some Modern Forms of Religious Thought. 
By Walter Spence. Chicago: McClurg, 1900. Pp.222. 

This book is not written for the scholar, but is a readable popular 
summary of the "new theology," and is intended to show any thought- 
ful reader what can be made of the distinctive Christian doctrines 
under the most "modern " handling. While claiming to conserve the 



